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    – 
by  Dr Sylvester Yankuba
Good evening Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen!


As well as thanking you all for coming tonight to help make and honour this our Special Occasion, I would also like to thank the COBA (UK & Ireland) Executive for asking me to share a few thoughts with you.

No less deserving of thanks, also, are the ad-hoc COBA Social Organising Committees and volunteers who put their elbows to the grind all-year-round in order to make possible both fundraising and celebratory activities such as this one tonight.

Tonight’s Special Occasion is the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee or 60th Anniversary of the Founding of our Alma Mater “Christ the King College” (or “CKC”), in Bo – in southern Sierra Leone.

As suggested by the COBA National Executive in Sierra Leone, the theme of my reflections tonight is “Preserving a Legacy for CKC”.


Foremost, it goes without saying that, any accrued CKC legacies are ultimately owed to the Catholic missionary “Congregatio Sancti Spiritus” Priests (or “Holy Ghost Fathers”) – mostly from Ireland – who, all those years ago, went over to Sierra Leone and there endeavoured to help make the lot of Sierra Leoneans a better one by setting up schools such as CKC.  Clearly, therefore, I am sure you will all agree that those priests truly deserve both our unqualified gratitude and our most hearty plaudits!

Now, given that the word ‘legacy’ implicitly carries some connotation of decadence, I shall resort to ‘poetic licence’ here and use the more dynamic word “heritage” instead. My reason is that, far from being moribund, CKC is in fact still very much a vibrant institution from which its unique ethos, values, achievements and assets are continuing to be “handed down by tradition”.

Indeed, 60 years is a long time during which CKC has established some heritage!  Primarily, any such heritage is in fact invested in us – the alumni.


Accordingly, I have elected to talk about the composite tripartite CKC heritage of “Enlightenment, Philanthropy and Leadership”, which are inextricably linked.  They, in turn, are underpinned by “Education, Selflessness/kindness and Service”, respectively.

In essence, I would like to propound that such a heritage is not only laudable, but also timeless and therefore well worth preserving – dynamically – both for now and into perpetuity.
First, then, I shall consider “Enlightenment” (based on “Education”):-

After all, CKC is a school and, in my humble opinion, the basic purpose of schools is both to educate and to engender enlightenment.

As Socrates (a great Greek Philosopher) once said: “Wisest is one who knows that he or she does not know”.  Also, other great Greek Philosophers, Plato/Epicurus once said: “No one can come too early or too late to save the [intellectual] health of his soul”.  In fact, both statements were referring to Enlightenment!

Here, I define Enlightenment as “having knowledge and profound understanding, especially in the academic and moral realms”; whilst Education is in fact “the act or process of acquiring knowledge – especially when systematic”.


Even today, I still do clearly remember that, at CKC, enlightenment was a key educational distillate for which all the students keenly strove – tirelessly.

From the basic fabric of Education and the ensuing rubrics of Enlightenment, respectively, careers are tailored and various future life-paths mapped out.  Clearly therefore, these elements can neither be underestimated nor overemphasised!

In fact, that any of us here and abroad have succeeded in our various ways and in whatever we now do, we owe directly, or at least in part, to the fundamental education and enlightenment which we acquired at CKC.  This is a truth that, I contend, is beyond question!

Also beyond question is the sound underpinning of our enlightenment by the careful and rightly pervasive religious and moral Catholic instruction and refinement which we received at CKC.  It was versatile in contextualising all aspects of life, assigning material things to their rightful places and systematically pointing the way to truly unchanging virtues.

Certainly, it is well-known that true enlightenment profoundly influences many of our important life choices, actions and behaviours.  In fact, as well as being thought-provoking and offering direction, enlightenment is also the bedrock of both rationality and the conscience.

For example, despite their immensely and at times even intensely fierce academic competitiveness and rivalries, CKC schooldays also successfully precipitated, in us (the alumni), truly enduring brotherhoods and sisterhoods.  Quite possibly, this was partly because of the very healthy nature of the competition involved being founded on such pure enlightenment that, if – say – the level of academic performance of a particular student in a class seemed unassailably brilliant, then the classmates strove ceaselessly to emulate it either by matching or even exceeding it; without any resort to rancour. Rather, with mutual peer-encouragement for the required feat, the sole recourse was to the combined ‘sheer re-intensification of hard work’, ‘deeper reflection’ and ‘redoubling of ingenious effort’ for propulsion to even higher-heights of achievement!

Further, when I cast an eye over the full name of CKC, I can easily make a special note of the word “college”.  Related to it, is the word “colleagues” – with its obvious meaning – and easy applicability to CKC students, both past and present.

Our de-facto congenial approach to even the fierce academic competition which I mentioned earlier is indicative of the wider civilised modus operandi of CKC students in all other aspects of their endeavours and inter-relationships.  That spirit, which tremendously helped us bond closely together, enabled us to cooperate towards good ends and has since continued to serve us well over the years.


The consequent cohesion and congeniality, which we share and enjoy, is always self-evident whenever we get together – and is again plain to see here tonight!

Clearly, this demonstrates that well-founded enlightenment, such as CKC gave us, is not only invaluable but also beautiful to behold in action!

Next, I would like to explore the second composite-element of my chosen CKC heritage; namely:

“Philanthropy” (based on “Selflessness” and “kindness”):-

By Philanthropy, I mean “love of mankind in general, such that it also results in charitable acts and humaneness”.  Selflessness of course means “being unselfish and kind”.

In this connection, an often unspoken fact is that the other crucial underpinning of our CKC esprit de corps is the profound kindness and generosity of spirit which we feel towards one another.

Now, although part of that disposition is innate, there is no doubt that the complementary part was nurtured in us by the deep religious and moral Catholic guidance which we received at CKC.


Wonderfully, our kindliness is in such abundance that it transcends our immediate circles and extends far beyond, to very good effects.

Perhaps the inclusive nature of our school is also instrumental in our philanthropy.  Indeed, I heart-warmingly remember how privileged we were to attend a ‘broad-church’ school like CKC whose roll of students was breathtakingly diverse.  Students came not only from every corner of Sierra Leone, but also from many countries abroad.  In that emergent crucible, not only did we develop and hone the requisite interpersonal-skills essential for navigating life in all its aspects, but we, above all, also learnt to reach out.  Plurality of thought and diversity of convictions were taken for granted and embraced; thus establishing and firmly anchoring our libertarianism.

This attribute of philanthropic reaching out and accommodation is one cornerstone of our proud CKC heritage which must never be compromised or eroded in any way whatsoever.  Sectarianism (political or otherwise) is therefore banished and bound to remain so.
I was therefore immensely pleased to learn that COBA (Sierra Leone) successfully resisted a push for it to declare support for any one Political Party or other.  Such choices should and must rightly remain the prerogative of the individual.


Our ethos simply does not allow for the pursuit of selfish ends to thrive in our midst.  Also, belatedly, even science is proving to be on our side in this noble stance.

For many years, the academic literature was replete with references to the successes of the so-called “Selfish Gene”, which itself is quite a misleading term.  In fact, “Selfish Gene” does not at all mean that ‘selfish individuals’ will be exceptionally successful at propagating themselves.  On the contrary, many more-recent scientific researches have shown that evolution actually punishes (and eventually terminates) mean or selfish individuals, whereas it rewards and perpetuates the cooperative and the kind.  Despite appearances, these findings do not in any way contravene Darwin’s “Survival of the Fittest” observation.  By the ‘fittest’, Darwin meant not the strongest selfish individuals but rather ‘group members most suited or adapted to their environment’.  Hence, given that the selfish are incapable of adapting, their demise becomes inevitable!

So, the term “Selfish Gene” instead refers to the immense propensity of the “Gene-Pool” of a species to maintain and propagate itself and has nothing to do with the survival of selfish individuals.  As such, each generation of a species strives to make the next generation stronger.


Therefore, the unmistakable message is that to maintain our CKC heritage, we must continue to cooperate and be kind!  We need to help make subsequent stronger generations to continue to rise from CKC.  By so doing, we form an unbroken band which seamlessly links the past, the present and the future of CKC – in a manner akin to a baton-relay. Thus, we and each CKC generation in turn would bequeath a fitting, worthwhile and dynamic epitaph which will stand the test of time.


Rising to this challenge is no mean feat, but we can succeed because we already possess the gift of philanthropy nurtured at CKC.  And that is the second reason we are gathered here tonight.

I am sure that we would be hard-pressed to find any of our CKC Alumni here tonight who is not subject to both the constant barrage of relentless family demands from back home and the punishing efforts made over here to meet those demands.  Yet, we still somehow possess sufficient extra magnanimity to muster charitable help for others – often completely unknown to us! That is Philanthropy!  And our auspicious gathering here tonight is a crowning incontrovertible testimony!

We are indeed here tonight to reflect on and celebrate the last 60 years of our school.  However, we are also here to raise much needed funds both to maintain the fabric of the school and to fund the fees for some of the current crop of students.


If this is not a worthwhile cause, then I do not know what is!  In fact, I can think of none more pressing at the moment!!

So, let us dig deep tonight and contribute generously, in order to preserve and perpetuate our noble philanthropic heritage, through a positive-feedback loop which is so very badly needed now!  
In accordance with Socrates, the eminent Greek Philosopher I mentioned earlier, ‘our knowing what is right will duty-bind us to do the right thing’.
The third and final composite-element of our CKC heritage which I want to mention, briefly, is:
“Leadership” (based on “Responsible Service”):-


Leadership can be defined as “showing the way, or directing, through guidance and active example”.  Service simply means “working for others (such as the public), especially through acts of help or assistance and guidance (such as by a public servant)”.


Successfully running a large school like CKC, which also has Boarding Facilities, is not easy.

So, in various aspects of that task, many students are usually co-opted and diligently work in responsible posts alongside teachers; be it as Class or School Prefects or in several other capacities in the Boarding Home.

That experience equips us to take on responsibility and committed service without fear.  In effect, CKC instils in its students the spirit of Leadership, through responsible service to community.

Leadership has to be through steadfast service and admirable example.  It also requires philanthropy as well as wisdom, which must be underpinned by the humility of knowing that “one cannot possibly know everything”.  That is why CKC students have the distinction of being in a perpetual quest for further enlightenment and refinement.


Following the 14-year brutal and anarchic Rebel War there, our country has never more badly needed Wise Leaders to help guide it on its continuing route to recovery and regeneration.
We, the CKC alumni, have all the attributes to step into the forefront of leading our country without trepidation.  Clearly, our religious mores must feed into this – as they are needed to steady our nerves in pursuing what is right and fair against all odds and all comers.


Disparate as our various professions may be, we have each achieved in our own little spheres and ways.  Those achievements represent skills and knowledge which we can deploy to serve our country at any time depending on our individual situations or circumstances.  No contribution can be too much or too little.  Each will be valuable in its own way.


I therefore have no doubt that, at various times, some present here (and elsewhere abroad) will return home to help to rebuild and lead our country.  The imperative for such returnees will be to remain steadfast in rightful objectives and exemplary in character – always prioritising the country’s common interest above personal gain.


Any CKC alumni involved in that leadership process, will certainly also be bringing into play their enlightenment and philanthropy.

I would therefore submit that our heritage of such lofty leadership qualities, imbued at CKC, is worth both cherishing and preserving if our country, like the legendary Phoenix, is to rise again strong from its ashes!

By chance, earlier this year, I visited CKC.  Its roll no longer numbers only a few hundred students, but rather more like a thousand students plus.  The increase has been necessitated by a drive to catch up somewhat on the education missed by the war-generation of erstwhile youngsters, who are now young adults, whilst still also educating the current youth.

It is quite right and fitting that CKC is endeavouring to retrieve the educational situation of what might have otherwise become an intellectually-lost generation.  That war-time generation is as much the future of our country as the current youth.  Indeed “no one can come too early or too late to save the [intellectual] health of his soul”!


However, the consequent pressures mean that the school is facing immense and pressing challenges – with absolutely no time to lose.  The school buildings lack the requisite capacity, thus resulting in Shift-Systems of school attendance.  The Science laboratories are clearly ill-equipped, etc., etc.

The list of needs is endless; not to mention the extreme poverty of many of the pupils and the immense struggles of their families to raise requisite school fees.  There is simply no State provision for free Secondary Education in Sierra Leone.  So, it is incumbent on us to help out.

Therefore, amidst our current celebrations, attending to the school needs that I have just outlined is also a very good reason for us to be here tonight.
To end then, I will contend that, as well as preserving our ethos, values and achievements, only by also preserving the physical fabric as well as the infrastructure of CKC continually, can we vouchsafe the preservation of its tripartite heritage of Enlightenment, Philanthropy and Leadership.
Hopefully, I have presented a convincing enough case to show that CKC has indeed got a heritage well-worth dynamic preservation into perpetuity!
If you agree, then there is plenty to do – so, let us set to it both without delay and with gusto!
THANK YOU  and  HAVE A VERY PLEASANT EVENING !!
